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T may probably be eupe cted, that 
Nj. ſomething ſhould bere be ſaid 
G concerning the Author, to whom 
his Regard; is paid: And I ap- 
50 prehend it will contribute much 3 
| to the Acceptance and Succeſs of the things — 

propoſed by him, to give à ſhort and ſum- 3 
mary Relation of what has geen publiſh= = 5 


ed, o one ii nate acquainted with 
| bins: #444 | 87 
Mr. 88 Wil LI Lvporey Was, _— 


by: Deſtent. a German; but by his Pra- 
vels, acquainted with many other Parts 


of the World. He was skilld in max Fg 
Languages, for. which the Family of he 
Ludolts hath been famous in Germany 4 


_ theſe. many Tears... He Was 4 conſt „„ 
Stateſman, au fer ſome. time SER 
TARY, 70 the late Prince GEORGE; 1 
FENMARK) 4 Printe of peaceful and 
A gr ateful — 
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The PREFACE. 


grateful ME MOR X to this Nation. A. 
bove all, he was an excellent Chriſtian. 
one that pierced thro' the outſide of Things, 
zo the very Soul and Spirit of our holy 
Religion. And, as this is what princi- 


pally tends to recommend his pious Me- 


ditations, from which the Extracts here 


publiſhed are taten, I ſhall mention ſome 
few eminent Inſtances of his great Regard 


zo the inward vital Power of Chriftianity, 


and ſo leave the Reader to the Peruſal of 


hat is thus put into his Hand. 


Our Author was a great Student of the 
two oppoſite Principles, of Light, and 


Darkneſs : And a conſtant Obſerver 0 f the 


Conflifts of theſe two Principles in their 


different Tendencies, 10 bear down. the- - 


Souls of Men to Earth and Senſuality 


and Selfiſhneſs, or to carry them toward 


Gop and Perfeftion. Mens ſetting up 
themſelves for a Rule, and ſeeking to 


ſerve themſelves as their main End, was 


efteemed by him the Bane of all true Reli- 


gion. To this, he imputed Man's firſt de- 


parture from his Creator; and this he 
look'd upon to be the greateſt Rebellion 
that ever was, and the productive Prin- 


ciple of all other Sins and Corruptions. 


There are three general Heads , under 
which he thought all the Works of Dark- 
neſs might be comprehended, viz. Self- 


| Intereſt, Self-Luſt, and Self-Conceit. 


I And 


The PREFACE. | 
And indeed, what evil Works are there, 
that do not belong either to a catering 
and ging in for Self, or to a gratifying 


the luſtful Appetites and Deſires of Self. 
or to a vain Conceit and an Ambition- 
70 draw others to an undue Regard of t his 


| ſame Self ? This it is, that hinders the 


Motion of the Creature toward Gop, and 
deſtroys good Will among Men. 
Mr. Ludolf hearing ſome Talk of a a 


Project carried on in a certain Country, 


for uniting ſeveral Branches of Prote- 


ants into one religious Form and Way 


, Worſhip. * Why (ſaid be) the moſt 


cc effetual Way to bring about a Union, 
ce ould be firſt to unite People ro Gop ; 
« for then would they readily be united 
“ among themſelves. But whilſt that 
« dividing Spirit of Self-Love bears 0 

&« great a Sway in our Eccleſiaſtical 
ce Tranſactions, we cannot poſſibly expe? 
« any great and laſting Effect from an 
« Attempt of this Nature. hat will 
« it ſignify (continued he) to exchange 
* one Opinion for another, and one Form 
« of Religion for another, if the corrupt 
“ Bent of the Heart remains altogether 
10 unchanged; and that Converſion neg- 
« jected, which is from Darkneſs 7D 
A Light, and from the Power of Saran 
e wnto Gop! ? 
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In civil Affairs, he did not wonder 
at the leading Men of the World over- 
turning one another, and injuring the Pub- 
f lick, nor at meaner People's falling into 
þ | ſiniſter Practices, and under-band Deal- 
AA1Ings, when he conſidered the Source of all 
; this. “ How can it, ſaid he, be expeft- 

cc , a Man ſhould be truly faithful to 

« is Country, or to his Neigbour, 

c whilff be is (unfaithful to GG ?” 

All this Faithleſsneſs in Church and 

State, in publick and private Life, he 

fetch'd from the poiſonous Root of a cor- 

A 5. 

sy theſe Meaſures he did not only weigh 

the Conduct of others, but carefully guid- 
ed his own. #Yhen he travelled to Judea, 
and to that once famous City where the 
_ Chriſtian Religion drew its firſt Breath, 
and where it was propagated by its Aus 
thor in its firft and undefiled Luſtre; it 
was not an Itch of Curioſity that made 
bim take ſo many #oilſome Steps, but to 
make ſome Enquiry into the State of the 
Churches in #hoſe- Barts, and by the joint 
Endeavours of publick ſpirited Men, to 
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help them. His Propolal for promoting 

= - the Cauſe of Religion in the Churches 
| of the Leyanrt, plainly ſhews how: bis 
| Travels into thoſe Parts were improved. 
With Views of this Nature, he went to 
Ruſſia 79 Smyrna, and Conſtantinople, 
| ; 10 


* I ts 47 


70 Alexandria, and other Places. A 


than as improv'd for the Honam Gon, 


cc by improve all this? What Uſe doth 


„ be ſeek? bis own, or his Maſter's ? 


. that ſerves bim faithfully, though in 
 & the meaneſ Degree, than with one 


„ 
'C 


« his LoRD by learning his Language 


. them in a Man's own Country, but rather 


View, after his Travels from the Eaſtern 
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Learning and Knowledge of many Lan- 
guages, he thought of no further Value 


and the Good of others. Muhen be heard 
a Man cryed up on Account of his Paris, 
and Learning, and his Skill in Languages, 
his uſual Anfever was, „ But how doth 


« be make of it? How many. Souls doth: 
ce he bring over to JESUS CHRIST. 
% by bis Languages, and bis other Ta- 

&« lents?* I 500 Ends, and Intereſt dorb 


« 4 wiſe Prince is more pleaſed with one 


« placed in the higheſt Poſt of Dignity, 
« whoſe Head is filld with Deſigns ſor 
carrying on his own Ends, and private 
. Beſides, if a Man bad learu- 
ed all the Languages of the World, yet 
if he ſhould not be able to converſe with 


QA A 


N”Q A 


c 


AQ 


& alſo, all would fignify nothing.” He 
ſeem'd to think that the Uſe of Languages 
was not to make an ofteutatious Shew of 


to ſpread divine and uſeful Knowleage in 
other Parts of the World. With this 


Countries, he publiſhed the new- Teſta- 
"rs Res ment 
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ment in 1 vulgar Greek, fo be ſent into thoſe 


Parts. 
He was ſo intent upon the main Scope 


of Religion, that he look'd upon all out- 


ward Nane and Forms, as of little 
Importance, compar'd with the Creator's 


being again glorified in the Creature. 


This was his Way of deſcribing the main 
Scope of Religion. He was very ſparing 
in extolling one Form of Worſhip above 


| another, and cared not to go about argu- 


ing People out of their uſual Way. By 
this Means, he now and then incarr'd the 
Diſpleaſure of ſome in all Parties, par- 


ticularly of thoſe who are moſt ſhort- 


fighted in Eccleſiaſtical Affairs; fuch as 
meaſure Religion not by what it is in its 
divine Amplitude, but by its Appearance 


to an Eye tinftur'd with Fondneſs and 


Prejudice. His Efleem, however, Was 


not leſſen d, with thoſe who view Religion 
in its eſſential Goodneſs; as it was firſt 


eſtabliſhed by CurIsT, and not as it 
was afterward modell d by Men. If ſome 
Churches did pretend to a more refined 


Mode, and purer Doctrine, he would have 
that Refinement and Purity ſhine forth 
in the Life and Manners. The primi- 
tive Faith, Love, Humility, Meekneſs, 
Self-Reſignation, and other Goſpel Vir- 


tues, he Would have to be look'd upon as 


ſo many Ws m— Companions to a Form 


of 
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The PREFACE. 
5 of found Words, and to an ApoſtolicaP 
Conſtitution. 7 Fl YE 

| Thus, was this good Man for promot- 

1 ing a Spirit of univerſal, impartial Piety, 
in all Nations; not only working out bis 


5 own Salvation, but diligent in contriving 
5 for, and endeavouring the Salvation of — 
5 ethers: Yet after all, he eſteemed him. f 


{elf ſo much an unprofitable Servant, 
* that in bis laſt Sickneſs he defired the 
Miniſter that prayed with him * to beg 
2 Pardon particularly, “ for his not hav- 
4 | e ing been faithful enough in the Ser- 
“ vice. of Gop, and of bis Fellow- 

“ Creatures. 6a 
> He went through great Pains of Body, 
b and through ſuch Tryals and Conflicts 
of Soul, as are little known to the Chriſ+ 
17 tians of this Day. People have now 
ve & found out a Way to Heaven ſo eaſy; 
(/ays the Writer of Ludolf' Character 
aud ſo free from Temptations, ihat 
&« it ſeems altogether different from what 
ee it was of Old, when jt was called a 
d %“ narrow Way, and preach'd up as ſuob 
* by thoſe that firſt eſtabliſbed the Chriſ- 
h * tian Religion. Our modern Chriſtie 
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as W | | | — * 
57 „Mr. Beebms. Chaplain to the late Prince Georgg. 
1 from whoſe Funeral Sermon for Mr. Ludolf the Ac- 
's count here given of him is taken. 
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The PRETA CE. 
* ans have cleverly. dropt the harſher 
« Dofrines of Mortification, Contri- 
4 tion, Compunction, inward Sorrow, 
& and ſpiritual Combat, and all that 


Ce. belongs to their taking up a Croſs; 
&. and have modelled. Religion at laſt in- 


cc 7% 4 Mode, wherein it begins to ap- 


6e rar faſbionable,. and ſo may in Tims 


© be-likdby. the profancft Worldling that. 


„can be. 
| There is tos mich Fuſlice in this Ob/er- 


vation; and great Need there is of the 


utmoſt Endeavours, to draw Mens At. 
tention. more to the ſubſtantial. and vital 
Parts of Chriſtianity. Gop grant that 
the publiſhing ſuch things as theſe may 


conduce ſomething, toward promoting the 


divine Life in Men], With which it is. 
alſo greatly deſirable, that all inwardly 
ſerious, and-true-hearted Chriſtians, might: 
agree in ſome ſuch Scheme, as that which 


our Author has. rightly judg'd to be the 


Intereſt of the univerſal Church; and 


that they might find out ſome Ways of 


more eaſily and thoroughly. knowing one. 


another, and of promoting and flrengthen- 


ing their common Intereſt; There are no 


ſecular Party Views, that 7 with 
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Taken from Mr. Ludolf's Conſiderati- 


ons on the Iutereſt of the Church 
Univerſal. er OT 
E Intereſt of the Church U-- 


n iverſal, doubtleſs conſiſteth in 
raiſing, enlarging, and adorn- 


ing that myſtical Building which 
is called the City of Gop:: As 
real Chriſtianity ſpreads and improves, or 
ſhrinks and decays, the univerſal Church 


* 
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maiaay be ſaid either to flouriſh, or decline. 
10 This real Chriſtianity lieth in following 


the Steps of our Saviour, and copying 
ay out his Temper and Behaviour in our 
Lives, as far as we are enabled by divine 
Grace. True Chriſtianity is a Reſem- 
Hlance of Qunisr; the. Refarer of Gop's 
Image in the Soul of Man, and the Au- 
thor and Piniſper of our Faith. Now the © 
more there are that reſemble CHRIST, 
the more fully is the glorious Exp of his 
Goſpel anſwered, and the Church Univer- 
fal is enlarged; and the nearer they come 
to their Original, the more is the Church 
adorn'd-and rendered, glorious. 


| : Thoſe Notions. of Chriſtianity muft 

therefore be look'd upon as very /ow and 
mean, which would make the Chriſtian 
Religion to cenſiſt in outward Forms of 
Worſhip merely, or in a particular Ser of 

Opinions; and in thinking that Heaven 
is to be ſtock'd out of one particular 
Church only, or out of one Sect and Par- 
ty of Chriſtians. This falſe Suppoſiti- 
on hath betray'd many into very unchri- 
ſtian.. Courſes againſt thoſe that differ 
from them, in Form, and Party. The 
Effects produc'd hereby, are very deplo- 
rable. A Remedy has been ſought for by 
many pious Souls, who have _ It 
| their 
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in the Kingdom of Darkneſs. 
neſs or real Chriſtianity, ſincerely purſued 


is à perfect Stranger. 


> 


— . 


anong CHRISTIANS. y 


their Study to reconcile outward: Diffe- 


rences. But Experience ſhews how fruit- 


leſs ſuch Endeavours are. It would not 


ſignify much, if all the Men in the World 
were brought to- uſe the ſame external 


Form, and Expreſſions, in their Belief 
and Church Service, ſhould they conti- 


nue all the while Slaves to Sin, and abide 
But Holi- 


in every particular Church, would bring 
People over to. that ſweet and heavenly 
Temper, to which Jarring and Diſquier 


III., | 
It is my Opinion, that a much berter 
Way to Peace may be found, than by 
compiling Confeſſions to be received: by 
all Churches, and arguing for or againſt 
this. and the other Set of Tenets. Ra- 


ther let thoſe that differ, vie with one 


another, who can produce moſt Inſtances 
of ſuch Souls as in their ſeveral Churches 
have attained to the glorious Renovation 
of Gop's Image in the Heart: Such Souls 
as are endued with that Faith, which 
overeomes the World; and by which 


 Curisr dwelleth in us, enabling thoſe 


that receive him to become Children of 
Gop. They who are become new Crea- 


tures in CHRIST Jesvs, and are united 


with, 


4 The way to Union 
with him who is the Head of the Church, 
need not buſy themſelves about a Confeſſion 
to unite and keep them together: They 
are all heartily united already; and live, 
as it were by one common Saul, like the 
Chriſtians of old. | JECT 


The Number of them that are united 
on this Foundation, is indeed very ſmall. 
Vet /ome there are, ſcattered up and 
down, whom Gop in his infinite Mer- 


. 


* — 


cy hath appointed and reſerved to be a. 
Salt and Cement in the Earth. Theſe few 
ought to be more abundantly thankful to 
that Goodneſs, which hath ſo mercifully 
diſtinguiſh'd them from the corrupt Maſs, 
And this their Thankfulne/5 will beſt ſhew 
it (elf, by endeavouring to benefit others 
by what they have received. The great- 
er Gifts they have received from the in- 
exhauſtible Divine Freaſure, the more 
ſhould they be concerned to advance the 
Glory of ſo liberal a Giver. Wherefore 
the aforeſaid Proficients in real Chriſtiani- 
ty, can hardly make any better Return to 
Heaven's Favours, whilſt they are here on 
Earth, than by heartily beſtirring them- 
ſelves to communicate unto others that 
Divine Nature whereof they themſelves 
have been made Partakers. 


V. After 


— OE 


After theſe Premiſes, J infer, that the- 
of the Church Univerſal might 
be happily promoted, if there was a ſui- 
table Care taken about the Qualifications 
and Lives of thoſe that miniſter in holy 
Things ; and about the forming of Schools 


Tatereſt 


among CHRISTIANS. 5 


and Places of Education, ſo as to pro- 
mote real Piety. Let Preachers, inſtead. 


of railing at one another, make it their 


only Bufi neſs to preach Faith and Repen- 
And when People of differin 
Perſuaſions fall into Company, | let — 


tancèe. 


avoid Controvet ſy; 


and talk mõre upon 


Subjects that are od in Theory, but not 
ſaitably applied to Practice. Let thoſe 
that have ſuch Minds and Spirits, that 
feel the inward Power and Love of Re- 


ligion, ſeltle a Correſpondence with one an- 


other, and adyiſe and encourage and 


ſtrengthen each other's Hands, 


promoting real Chriſtianity.” 
deſerve a careful and diſtinct 
Conſideration. 


Things 


VI. 
1. Let thoſe that are in Authority, or 
that have any Influence in ſuch Mat- 
ters, ſtudy all poſſible Means to provide 
ſuch GviDEs for the People, as have 
themſelves the experimental Knowledge of 
I 


in thus- 


Theſe 
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| liſts ſet up their on Righteouſneſs, for 


a 


* 


the above · mention'd real Chriſtianity. 


Perſons that have not themſelves recover'd 


Life by Carrsr, will hardly be able to 
explain, and duly to lay before their Hear- 
ers, what is that old Man with his corrupt 
deceitful Luſts, that muſt be put off; and 
1 what is that new Man which 
Eph. iv. 22, 24. after GoD is created in Righ- 

17 fteouſneſs ani true HoLINEss. 

W hat it is to be dead with CHRISH; and 
what, to be raiſed ro Newnels of Life. 
In theſe things true Repentance and Faith 
do conſiſt: And theſe two Heads are in- 
ſiſted on by St. Paul as the main Ingredi- 
ents of Salvation, and an unfeigned Con- 
verſion. Learned or florid Diſcourſes, 
without this Foundation, will avail little 
or nothing toward enlarging the King- 
dom of CarisT : They. may perhaps gain 
ſome Credit to the Preacher, and fill the 
Hearers with ſome fine Notions ;. but 
they will not make real Chriſtians. Nay, 
tho' they ſhould convince the Auditory 
of the Advantages of a good moral Life; 
yet will little be done in Reality whiltt 
the Principle of Diſobedience, Selfavill, 
and Self- love, continue the unhappy Spring 
of the Heart. There is a vain- conceated 
Morality, which is far enough from being 
that Righteouſneſs of Gop, which is the 
great Scope of the Goſpel. Such Mora- 


Want 


* 


Fo 


au CHRISTIANS. 7 


want of due Inſtruction about the de- 
plorable State of Corrupt Nature, and the 
great Neceſſity and glorious Advantage 
of that neu Birth which is 3 


from above, and formeth Gal. iv. 19. 


CHRIST iz us. *Tis by this Eee 
means that Men are brought to the Rzigh- 
teouſneſs of Gop, which is by Faith in 
ConiSt, FAE MRS. . 
The Preachers of Religion ſhould be 


ſuch, as can ſay with St. Paul, Be ye Fol- 
lowers of me, even as J alſo-am of Chriſt. 
At leaſt, there ought to be the utmoſt . 


Care taken, that none be ſct up or encou- 


rag'd, who may bring a Reproach upon 
; good Doctrine by their bad Examples. 


» a 


TH 5 

2. That ſuch a Miniſtry may be had 
every where in the Church of Chriſt ; all 
Places of Education ſhould be ſo ordered, 
that a /olid Foundation for true Viſdom 
may be laid there. That is, by inuring 


Youth to Exerciſes of Piety and Devo- 
tion; that they may betimes come to have 


a ſincere Regard to him, who is the Foun- 
tain ofa ſound Underſtanding, and of ſub- 
ſtantial Wiſdom. It is for want of this, 


that we find ſo vaſt a Number of Scho- 
lars uſeleſs, or hurtful, with all their 
Knowledge: They make Fame their great 
End, rather than the Glory of Gop, — 


s The way to Union. | 
the Advantage of their Neighbour : They 
ſeek to be verſed in hard Authors, rather 


than in the plain, though moſt imposant 


things of Scripture: They are nor duly 
concerned, in acquiring firſ# an experi- 


mental Knowledge of the great Diffe- 


rence between living to Gow, and liy- 


ing to ourſelves ; and then influcocing 


their Fellow-Creatures alſo, with a Senſe 
of ſo, noble a Truth I haye met with 
ſome, that took more Delight in giving 
an Account of an old Manuſcript,. tha 
in turning 'a Soul from the World to 
Heaven. Which plainly ſhews they were 
altogether Strangers to the Worth and 
Excellency of Souls, ſince they took ſo 
little Pains to reclaim them. 


Dor is it probable, Heaven's Intereſt 
ſhould be heartily eſpouſed by thoſe, 


with whom the Love of the World bears 
the chief Sway. Providence hath wiſely 
ordered it, that Men ſhould be diſap- 
pointed in their Ends, when they giye up 
themſelves to make that of their Reli- 
gion which it was never deſign'd for. 
Some have grievouſſy ſmarted for their 
Vanity, in affecting the Name and Re- 
putation of va// Scholars z and have be- 
come utterly unfit- for thinking right 
themſelves, whilſt they have been walt- 
ing their Lives in ſtuffing their Brains 
with other Mens Notions. 

= „ SE $6 $009 


* 


G wow # . ano al” oo nnd a i 


TOW « 


— ww 


bo 


== O O 


— 


— 


S 3 
3. Inſtead of railing at one another, 
and preaching Hatred in the Room of 


Love and Charity, the Clergy of all par- 


ticular Churches ſhould make it their 


only Buſineſs to preach Faith and Repen- 
Zance. In this they would ſhew more of 


an Apoſtolick Spirit, and. would reap 
more Fruit from their Labours. I have 
often wondred at'their taking more Plea» 
ſure in making Proſelytes to their Church, 
than in turning their Flock from Earth to 


Heaven, and from the Slavery of the 


* . 


Prince of this World, to the glorious Li- 


beriy of the Kingdom of C. 
He that hath a Tenderneſs for the Per- 


ſuaſion he profeſſeth, ſhould not encou- 


rage vicious Worldlings to come over to 


ir; Gncea great many well-diſpoſed Souls 


ground their Eſteem of a Church, upon 


e Number of good Patterns of Piety 


which that Church affords. 


Upon the whole, it is the Intereſt of 


_ thoſe that would raiſe their Church, and 


Perſuaſion, to a greater Luſtre and Digni- 
ty, to ſee that it be clear'd (as far as lies in 
them) from the common Corruptions 
that have ſpread themſelves through all 
the Parties of Chriſtendom. Their Emu- 


Firtues 


_ tion ſhould be, to bave all Chriſtian 
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1 Virtues ſhine brighter in their oπZ) Church, Ir 

* than in any other. 5 

| 5 e N „%% Wheth t. 
| 4. When People of differing Perſuaſi- 


ons fall into Company, they ſhould avoid 
all manner of Controverſy. Men are ſel- I: 
dom bettered hereby; but their Animo- I - 
1  Hfities are often enflam'd to a higher De- v 
1 gree. Moſt People think it a leſſening , 
| their own Reputation, and that of their WW 
Maſter's, if they ſhould yield but one if - 
| Tittle of their Scheme of Religion, and II , 
of the Syſtem of Divinity they have re- 7 
ceived from their Fathers: W hereas, fre- I h. 
quent Good is done even upon Men of in 
a. differing Perſuaſion, by declining con- Nat 
troverted Points, and grounding the Diſ- I in 
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| courſe upon Things generally allow'd ; I. 
[| that 15, A Matters owned by all Parties 1 
1 . 1 2 1 893 2 

1 to be eſſential to Salvation, tho” practis'd m 
k c oo 
is It is a Preſumption. to ſet about de- I 


monſtrating how Three are One, or One e 
1 | is Three; both Parties having run them- K 
t _  felves into Inconveniences by their Ex- Nis 
1 plications of the My/ery of the ever · bleſ- 5 
ö | ſed Trinity. It ſtands us in more. ftead Rur 
\% to know experimentally that we are One th 
F with Chriſt in Gop; (and to enjoy the Nor 
Happineſs of that Peace which paſſeth all I ti 

26S TO Under- i 


among CHRISTIANS. 11 
Underſtanding, as the bleſſed Product of 
that Union ;) than to know the niceſt 
Diſtinctions that buſy Men have con- 
trived about the Myſteries of Salvation. 


J. Thoſe Few that know CRRIEr a- 
fight, may endeayour to ger acquainted 5 
and if diſtant, may ſertle 4 Correſpondence 
with one another on account of carrying 
ou the Work. of Religion. By thoſe that 
know Chriſt aright, we are to under. 
ſtand thoſe that know him as the Power 
and Wiſdom of Gop in the Fanhful, 
(1 Cor. i. 24.) and by this Knowledge 
have a Senſe of eternal Life ſpringing up. 
in them (John xvii.. 3) and thus have 
attained to the bleſſed Experience of be- 
ing one Spirit with Chriſt. (1, Cor. vi. 
17.) If ſuch Perſons were to maintain a 
Correſpondence, it would not only prove a 
mutual Comfort and Encouragement to 
themſelves, but they might alſo confer 
with one another, Four promoting the 
common Intereſt of Chriſt againſt the 
Kingdom and Power of Darknefs. 'That 
is, againſt all the Deluſions which the 
Slaves of that miſerable Kingdom are 
under, and by which they are continually. 
thwarting the good Defigns of the Heirs 


3 
1 


of the Kingdom of Gop.' In the mean 


time, let every one make it his main Bu- 


ſiineſs 


12 The way to Union _ 
ſineſs to ſtrengthen the Heat of his o.] n 
Perfualong and to reſeue them trom pe 
riſhing that are upon che Brink of De. 
ſtruction. By ſuch Endeavours, great 
Advantages would be added to the 
+1 Church univerſal in Time; every Con- 
| gregation contributing. what they can to- 
4 "i So building up the Walls of Feruſalem 
| c 


* 
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If theſe few plain Rules ſhould prove 
ſucceſsful, ro retrieve the Cauſe of Reli- 

ion in this deplorable Age, and un- 

er the Bleſſing of Gop ſhould gain 
Ground; then would the meek, peacęable, 
heavenly Spirit of ChRIS, ſoon dethrone 
the broiling, haughty, and contentious 
Spirit of Satan in Peoples Minds. Then 

would they haſten, without Shyneſs or 
| Impediment, to brotherly. Love and Em- 
1 braces ; whilſt the turbulent Oppoſers of 
x Love and Union would: be left to fret a- 
way by their ſo much beloved. Envy and 


[ 
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It is a happy Sign of our Growth in 
the Love of Gop, when his Mercies be: 
ſtowed upon others, rejoice; us as much 
as if we had received them our/elves, - It 
is a Sign we haye obtained Peace with 
GoD,. and that t Intereſt is become 
our own... True Humilit makes us think 
the ſmalleſt Favour to be more than we 

5 deſerve 
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among CHRISTIANS. 1 
deſerve: And therefore we can never 
envy others, if they have received more 3 
nor repine at our own Condition if we 
have received le/s, True Humility fits 
us for all other Gifts and Graces. The 
greateſt of theſe, is Love and Charity 
which is the fulfilling of the Law, the 
more excellent Way, and the Bond. of 
Perfection, comprehending in itſelf all o- 
ther Commandments. © O Losp, teach 
<©'methe great Leſſon of true Humility 7 
© that I may never be puſfed up by any 
© of thy Gifts; and that I may not en- 
6 vy my Brother, if thou beſtoweſt more 


upon him, than upon myſelf. Deſtro 
£ in me that helliſh Principle of Self- 
© Love, Which defileth the 3eft of thy 
© Gifts z and give me true Humility, 
© which exalteth the meaneſt of thy Ser- 
© vants. : — 3 


ee, ,, 
Some Paſſages out of Macarius. 
8 
cc | 2 
6 
« |þ 


ME have not yet put on the 
new Man, which is created 
after Gop in Holineſs, be- 
cauſe we have not yet put 


e the old Man, which is 
corrupt according to the De/ires of De- 
F | | ceit. 


ce 
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I4 The way to Union 
« geit. We are not yet transformed 

c the Renovation of our Mind, becauſe 

« we continue in Conformity to the | 

« World,. by the Vanity of our Mind. 

« We are not yet become a Temple of 

& Gop, and a Habitation of the Hoy 

« Cho; becauſe we are ſtill a Temple 

cc of Idols, and a lurking Place of wicked | . 

| | cc $yirits, by the ſtrong Bent of our Souls Ill | 

" cc to Paſſion. We are not yet become 

0 
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e Heirs of Gon, and joynt Heirs w ith 
&«- CHRIST, becauſe the Spirit of Servi- 


1 . ftude, and not of Adoption reigns in us. 
#1 &« We are not .glorified with CHRIST, 
1 | ec becauſe we do not /afer with him. 


There is a great Difference between 
el Chriſtians, and the reſt of Mad. 
« kind. Real Chriſtians have their Mind 


14 e and Underſtanding always in a heaven- 
&« Jy Diſpoſition : Eternal Bleſſings are 
N cc always in their Sight, by Reaſon of 
? the Communion and Participation of 


& the Holy Ghoſt.. They are born of 
41 « GOD from above, and dignified to 
4 „ be Gop's Children in Truth and Pow- 
& er. After much Labour, and Time, 
c they arrive at a Settledneſs, Steddineſs, 
© and Comfort; ceaſing to be ſifted and 
1 <« toſſed by fickle and vain; Thoughts. 
4 &« In this they are better and greater than 
| c the World, becauſe their Underſtand- ; 
« ing reſts in the Peace of IE. 
EF 


« * 
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ce the Love of the Holy Ghoſt ; as the 
ce Scripture ſpeaking of ſuch faith, They 
ee are paſſed from Death unto Life. W here- 
& fore, the Difference of Chriſtians from 


« Form, and outward / Appearance; but 
« by the Renovation of the Mind, by 
« the Tranquillity of their Thoughts, by 
« the Love of their Logp, and by a hea- 


-- 1 ww} Oe wat wm, 7:0%u 


ken from Ludolfs MEDIT a- 


TIONS. 


SOUND Reaſoning may 
RI - Wall convince a Man of the Love- 


and of Holineſs; but all the 


F 


1 = 


new Man: Nay, often our corrupted. 
Self ill worketh the ſtronger, the more 


VE. —_ 
— * 


ſeek 


« the reſt of Men, doth not conſiſt in 


« venly Longing, the ew Creature of 
« Chriftians differs from all the Men of 
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A Deſtription of 'the © Divine 
Life an the Souls of Men; ta- 


line{s of the new Creature, 


Reaſon in the World cannot produce the 


we argue againſt it. For, as long as we 


4 1 " 4 
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ſeek by Reaſoning only, to work our- 
ſelves into Gop's Friendſhip, we under- 
mine the chief Goſpel-Myſtery , viz. 

Gop's infinite Love in giving his Sox to 
reftore ſuch Wretches to his Favour ; re- 
conciling as to bimſelf by Jxsus CHRIST, 
2 Cor. v. 18. We are not yet in him, nor 


raiſed with him, much leſs adyanced to 


his heavenly Places, whilſt we are not per- 
ſuaded that all things are of Gop, who 
reconcileth us to himfelf by CHRIST. 
Happy are they that have received the 


| Miniſtry of Reconciliation, and go about 


it. humbly, chearfully, and faithfully: 


"They will find fack Satisfaction in it, as 


will ſerve for an experimental Commen- 
n that Text, _ _ is to do the 


ry 
W that ſent me. 


It 
Tt is an unaccountable Boldnefs to 


reaſon againſt him who hath given us our 
Reaſon ; and to undermine his Authority 


by thoſe very Powers, which were de- 


ſigm d to promote his G, 

F had rather experinnenncally know and 
taſte the Effect of the heavenly Food, than 
quarrel With my Brother, whictr of us 
hath the beſt Worion, either of the Na- 
ture of this Food, or of the Manner how 
it is e into the Soul. 


II In- 


the Souls of Men. 17 

4 445 BBA 1 
In the Article of Predeſtination, it is 
far more agreeable to the infinite Goodneſs 
of Gop, to ſay, -- that Man will not lay 
hold on the tender of Grace, than to ſay, 


"WS that Gon will not give it. 


It is hard to think of G7ace in ſuch a 
Manner, as that good Souls ſhould aſcribe 
nothing unduly to 7hemelves : and that 
they ſhould alſo avoid flinging the Blame 
upon God, of ſo many wicked People con- 
tinuing in Darkneſs.” But the more any 
Perſon is drawn unto Gop, the rather 
he employs his Thougbts about the Ex- 
cellency of Gop's Mercies conferr'd on 
bim, and about his own Unworthineſs 
to receive them. He wiſheth, and ſeek- 


eth to improve them to the Gives Glo- 


ry; rather bemoaning his Sloth and In- 
gratitude, (that he who hath received ſo 
much, yet hath done ſo little for God) 
than breaking his Brain about the Reaſons 


of the Damnation of others : Nor dare he 


allow himſelf in a preſumptuous judging 
of the Ways and Methods of Gon about 


them. „ 
In the Prophet Haggai Gop fays, I 
will ſhake the Heavens, and the Earth, and 


the Sea, and the dry Land; and I will 
3, B 2 = 
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5 ſhake all. Nations, and the Defire of all 


Nations ſhall come, and 1 will fill this Houſe 
ith Glory, Hag. ii. 6, 7. Theſe Words, 
as they relate to the Operations preced- 
ing our Lord's coming in human Nature; 
ſo they may no leſs be applied to his com- 
ing in his /piritual Diftenſation into the 
Hearts and Souls of Men; both being 
preceded by dreadful Shaxings, and ter- 
Tible Judgments. This is experimentally 


felt in the Work of Converſion, before 


CuRlsr be manifeſted in the Soul. What 
great Commotions, Doubts, and Perplex- 


ities do many paſs through, before Chriſt, 


the Hope of Glory, be revealed in them? 


And how long is it, in ſome Caſes, before 


the Mind comes to be ſettled, after fo vi- 


olent a Storm, on a ſure and unſhaken 
Foundation ? 

Faris the Life of the inner Man. 
The Embrio, or beginning of this ſpiritual 
Life, conſiſts in believing the Remiſſon of 
Sins for CRIST's Sake, and the Com- 
munications of Grace and Strength to fol- 
low him, and that this Pardon and Strength 


will be granted to ne. The Progreſs or 
Youth of the ſpiritual Life is, when find 


my Deſires after CHRIST grow more 


ſtrong and fervent, and IJ am put upon 
all Manner of Activity and Diligence in 
_—— = _— - 


the Souls 7 Men. | 19 


the Waysof Religion, from that Light E 
which is the continual Impulſe of the 


we Creature. The Maturity, or com- 


po: Age of Faith, is known by its 


Energy and Eſtabliſhment ; z when CHRIST 


by Faith overcomes Hell and Death with- 
in us, and fixeth the Heart immoveably, 
and filleth the Soul with the Fulne/5 of 
God. - 1 


The END of e and of the 
whole Work of Redemption, is, That 
Go D may again be glorified in the Crea- 
ture. This is expreſs'd variouſly, but 


very clearly and flrongly, in Scripture. 


Rom. vi. 22. Being made free from Sin, 
and become Servants to GoDp, ye have 
your Fruit unto Holineſs, and the End e- 
verlaſting Life. 

2 Cor. v. 15. He died for all, that they 
which live, fhould not henceforth live unto. 
themſelves; but unto HIM 40 died for 
them, and roſe again. 


Gal i. 4. He gave bimſelf for our Sins, 5 


that he might deliver us from this preſent 
evil World, according to the Will of Gon 
and our Father, 

Titus ji. 14. He gave himſelf for us, 
that be ,might redeem us from all Iniqui- 
ty, and purify unto himſelf a peculiar Peo- 


ple, Realous of good Works. 
5 1 Tim. 


a 
1 


Him: They 


40 7. he Divine Life in 


1 Tim. i. 5. The End of the Command- 


ment is Love out of a pure Heart. 
Heb. xiii. 12. JE SUs, hat he might. 


ſanctiſy the People with his own Blood,, 2 


fered without the Cate. 

x Pet. ii. 24. He bare our Sins in bis 
own Body on the Tree, that we being dead 
to Sin, ſhould live unto Righteouſneſs. 

The Deſign and ultimate Exp otGon's 
infinite Love in our Creation and Re- 
demption, is his Glory in our Happineſs. 
A pure Heart and ſpiritual divine Nature 
is required of Neceſſity, to that intimate 
Union, by which Gop lives in us through 
CHRIST, and we in him, unto all Eter- 
nity. 


VII. 
People would fain go to Heaven, but 

are unwilling to go in CHRIST's Way. 
Thoſe that will go to Happineſs THRoUGH 
CHRIST, mult learn all the hard Leſſons 
he hath enjoyned. They muſt believe 
in a CHRIST „lain and crucified, by the 
Rulers of this World They muſt take 
up his Yoke, and muſt learn of him to 
be meek and lowly in Heart: They muſt 
practiſe the Duties of Mortification and 
Self-dexial, ſo hi > highly recommended by 
bear the Contempt of 

the Wold; ; "—_ love Chriſt's Croſs ; + 
aud follow his Fable, as he hath left 
them 


wo 


the Souls of Men. 2% 


them a Pattern. This, this it is. that 


makes CHRISTH an unwelcome Gueſt, to 
* the nicer Sort (alas ! for them) of our mo- 
4 diſh Chriſtiaus. Vet there is no other 
| Way to Gop, but this Way HRO] . 
* Cas. $177 
4 | = 


The true Chriſtian hath Cuixsr always 
in his Thoughts, as the SPRING, Par- 
3 TERN, and Al, of all his Actions. The 


more we live to our ſelves, the more we 
” entangle our ſelves in Corruption, Diſ- 


h quiet, and Miſery: The more we deny 
ourſelves, and endeavour to live to Gop, 


the more we enjoy Comfort and Hap- 
pineſs. To live to Gop, is to pleaſe 
that incomprehenſible bountiful Maſter, 

it who reckons it an Enjoyment of his own 
q Glory, when he makes his Servants par- 
I take of it. A high Proof, this, that 
s Selfiſpneſs is a Principle oppoſite to Gop's 
e Nature. And ſhall we think much of 
e de voting our whole ſilly Life, to the glo- 
a rifying of him, who hath ſuch Propen- 
0 fon as well as Power to glorify thoſe a- 
+ gain, that are willing to direct and refer 
F all to him only? 4 
IEEE 
hs In Diſputes about Religion, I cannot 
© MF find the Diſputants are ſo much concern- 
1 | 
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ed, who ſhall get to Heaven ſooneſt; (I 
hope they all own CHRIS to be the only 


way; ) but they rather quarrel about their 
Advantages and Accommodations in their 
travelling to that better World. A migh- - 


ty to do they make, whichof them have 


the beſt Means and Helps, and who ſhall 
have moſt Proviſion for their Journey. 
Yet, all this while, if you watch their 
Life and Conduct, they rather tread the 
Path that leads to Deſtruction, than that 
which leads to Salvation. Their Ways 
are generally more conformable to the 
Humour of the Prince of this World, than 


to the Laws and Example of CHRIST. 


The Beauty of our Souls conſiſts in 
their Reſemblance to CHRIST. This Re- 


ſemblance is obtained by thoſe inward 
Manifeſtations whereby a Soul is tranſ- 
formed into CurisT's Image and Like- 
neſs. A Soul which hath been exercis'd 
by great Sufferings, and is conformed to 
CHRIS T's Obedience by holding out un- 
der them, is a dearer Object unto Gop, 
than a Soul which finds and goes on in 


a ſmoother Way. The more Obedience, 


the more of CHRIST; who tho' he was 


a Son, yet learnt Obedience by the Things 


that he ſuffered. There is no great Obe- 
dience in doing the good Works, which 


GOD 
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the Souls of Men; 27 
Gop enables us to do with Eaſe, and 


without Oppoſition- A Soul that loves: 
Gop never ſo little, will find more of 


| Reward, than Labour i in theſe. 


> 4 


It is a' ſtrange thing we ſhould be a- 
fraid of Croſies, after we are convinced 
of their Vſefulneſs toward breaking the 
Bent of our own diſorderly Wills, and the 


purifying of our Soul from Sin. When 


[ was troubled with the Stone, T did not 
ſcruple to truſt my ſelf in the Hands of 
an Operator *, 1 _ to undergo the moſt 

painful and hazardous Cure of being cut. 


Why ſhould I then fear to put my ſelf 


9 — the Diſcipline of Gop? or repine 
at any Suffering which he may think pro- 


= and neceſſary for deſtroying the Bo- 

dy of Sin and Death? If I loved Gop: 
K all things, Sin would afMlict me a- 
bove all things; and I. ſhould leave it 
intirely to the moſt merciful and Almighe 
ty Phyfician, to uſe what Method and 
Means he ſaw. fit for my Cure. 


2 4 
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* Thie Abthor: was Cat. for! the Stone; at London, 
in eee in 1698, he travell'd. to the Levant.. 
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In the new Life, where Spirit, Soul, 
and Body are /an#ified, Gon rules in all 
the Powers and Faculties both of Soul 


and Body: And where he rules, there is 


his Kingdom; and in that Kingdom there 


is Freedom and Happrineſ5. On the other 


hand, whilſt Men are in an unregene- 


rate State, Reaſon and Will and Paſſions 


are all enſlaved by the hell;/h Tyrant. 
The worſt of this Caſe is, that the more 
Sinners are flattered with the Hopes of 
Liberty, the more dreadfully they are de- 
ceived; and at laſt more cruelly rorment- 
ed. 'There cannot be any -thing more 
true, than that Declaration of Gop's 


Word; There is no Peace to the Wicked, 


CT 52100. blk BUDEE, fff 5 nos, 

So could overcome Satan in one 
Moment in us: But his infinite Wiſdom 
rather choↄſes to manage our Salvation 
gradually, that the greater Shame may fall 
upon the great Enemy of his Glory. 
Gon carries on his Work in ſo deep 


and ſecret a manner, that none can ſee, 


no not Satan himſelf, how the Soul is 
begotten to a lively Hope, or how CHRTSr 
is formed within us. There are Emana- 
tions from Gop inacceſſible to any Crea- 

TW | ture, 
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ture, but yet influencing every Creature 
with that Life which it enjoys. A Soul 
that is born from above, is ſecretly and 
powerfully impregnated with the TRUTH: 
and Love of Gor, and with all Righ-- 


teouſneſs and Holineſs. 


ALY. | 

It is an eminent Degree of Goy's- 
Grace, if a Man be brought to prefer the 
Fill of Gop to his own Proſperity; and 


to hold to this, upon a Perſuaſion that 
the Will of Gop is the only good and he- 


Will. Till a Man arrives at this Pitch 
of Grace, he is not fit to be made Par- 
taker of Gop's Glory: But Grace, and 
Glory, are both the Gift of Gon. 

Some plead for their allowed [nfirmi- 
ties, ſaying, we cannot be perfect; and 
this they make a Cloak for their Impe- 
nitence. Others too indiſcreetly preach 
up the Study of Perfection, and thereby 


enſnare themſelves and others into ſpiri- 
tual Pride and Conceit. | | 


[> » > 
What a vaſt Difference is there, when 


we work our ſelves, and when Gop works 


in us! This is moſt evident in our Prayers 
to Gop; and alſo in the Effect of his 
Truths upon us. One Word which the 
heavenly Teacher ſpeaks to a Soul, thereby 

B 6. ' enablim: 
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enabling it to diſcharge the Duty of a 
faithful Servant, is better than a thou- 
ſand Commentaries of Men. Pb 
He that heartily ſeeketh Gop, is alrea- 
dy found by Gop: Who ſhould ever be 
conſidered by us, as the Spring, Help, and 
End of all our Actions. 


| | XVI. 3 
A faithful Servant is not contented to 


know only Wr Buſineſs his Maſter 
hath for him to do, but he will alſo take 


his Maſter's Directions How to do it. 


Tf Gop. puts a good Deſign into our 
Head, we muſt apply to him for Di- 


rection alſo how to accompliſh it. If 
with due Humility we conſider, we have 
neither Strength of our own to do it, 
nor Wiſdom to do it well, we ſhall learn 
to caſt our felves wholly upon Him; and 


then our Works are done I Gop, and 


are hike to bear. everlaſting Fruit. 


XVII. 
The Flaws in our good Actions, are 


very uſeful to humble us, and to exalt 
SGop. The more ſenſible we are of theſe, 


the more Go is exalted, provided we be 


not unduly ſunk and diſcouraged. The 


greater my Failings are, the more is. that 
Mercy to be adored that will work thro? 


greater. 
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But we often want Strength to cor- 
rect our Failings, and to practiſe what we 
know, becauſe we are not thankful enough 


for that Knowledge Gop has given us. 


Were we more grateful to Gop for be- 
ſtowing Knowledge upon us, he would 
further and better enable us to act ſuita- 
bly to that Knowledge. | 
This will lead us to adore: the un- 
ION Goodneſs of Gop, that he 


ſhould reward us for the Good which He 


himſelf enables us to do. The 7nclination, 
Direction, and Power we have todo Good, 
is His. The Pleaſure of having done: it, 
is a great Reward; and the Wiſdom, Abi- 


lity, and Opportunity hereby gained, for 


doing more Good, makes the Reward {till 


> 4d | 
No. Deſire is allowable in a Child o 
Gop, but what is ſubſervient to his De- 


fire after Holine/5. For this is the Will of 
'Gop, even our Sanctification. He there- 


fore that deſires Holineſs, deſires the Will 

of Gop ſhould be done, which is the 

nobleſt of our Deſires and Wiſhes. 
It is the Speech of the Heart only 


that is acceptable to Gop. Bare Words 


are too outward, and the Strength and 


Spirit is often loſt, by Care about Lan⸗ 


uage- | 


In - Ln — 


What 
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What we ask of Gop in Cunts 18 


Name, that is, in a Fame and Temper or 


— like his, will certainly be given to 

; becauſe Gop delights in the Image 
of iis Son. But before we have put on 
CHRIST, we cannot be ſaid to a in his 
Name; becauſe in Scripture-Senſe, the 
Name and the Nature of a thing are the 
Tame. And fo may be underſtood the 
New. Name, Rev. ii. 17. and Goo n 
Ch. iii. ver. 12. 


XIX. ; 

A great many read the Bible with a 
Defign to be more learned; but few read 
it with a Deſign to be more humble, Pi- 
ous, and Heavenly- minded. When God is 
pleaſed to ſpeak to the Soul, it is not by 
bare Words, but by a real Power, anda 
Communication of his Light, Life, and 


Love. Happy fare thoſe Souls that are 


pure and refined enough to underſtand. 


 Gop's Language. 


A Chriſtian Behavicur under Croſſes, 
conſiſts in patiently bearing them; and 
under Comforts, in keepin 29 a Senſe of 
his being unworthy of tl He who 
is a Chriſtian ro Ph will r never think 
that he can ſhake off the one, or deſerve 
the other : But ſtill wiſheth that Both 

| may 
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may work together, for effecting and e- 
ſtabliſhing the main End of Religion in 
his Soul; namely, that Self-w7l] and Self- 
love may be overcome, and Gop more and 
more loy'd and traſted by him. 
There is no Affliction ſo great, but 
Gop hath a Remedy againſt it: And there 
is no Affliction ſo /zall, but the ſtouteſt 
895 may periſh under it, if he be left of 

5. 1 £154 2 95 


„ A : 
A Prophet foretelling Futurities, and 
proving his Miffion by Miracles, hath 
no contemptible Gift conferr'd upon him”: 
But is far leſs in the Eye of Gop, for all 
that, than one who by ſincere Reñignati- 
on offers up himſelf intirely to God, and 
out of pure Love to his Great Maſter 
cheerfully ſuffers whatſoever he thinks fit 
to lay upon him. It is not the Man that 
works the Miracle, but the Power of 
Gop: And it doth: not argue the Vi 
dom of Man to know future things, but 
comes from a higher Wiſdom, freely in- 
Nuencing his Underftanding, Whereas the 
Duty of a cheerful Reſignution, carmot be 
attained to without the Concurrente of 
Mam s Vit; and confequently cannot be 
without an hearty Reformation of all 
the Faculties of the Mind. This 9 
0 


* 


| of Nature TER outs * a nearer Re- 


ſemblance to the Image of Gop, than 
the Gift of Miracles and Prophecy. Nor 
is any Prophet ſure of his own Salvation, 
bur by the Principle of Faith only, where- 
by he ſerves his Great Maſter with Hu- 
ligt, Love and Fairhfulneſi. 


” Eo 2 +16 

The more we ſerive to do the Will 
of Gop, the more our Soul is ſtrength- 
ned to do it in an higher Degree. The 
gracious Influence of his Light and Spi- 
rit, increaſes and gathers Strength, by the 
good Uſe we make of what we have re- 
ceived. At this rate, Gor is both the 
Guide, Strength, and Reward of thoſc that 


do. his Will. 


| XXIII. 

The carnal Will of the Old Man moves 
continually toward its own Centre, the 
Earth, from whence the Fleſh took its 
Riſe. The ſpiritual Will of the New 
Man hath its Centre too, toward which 
it continually moveth, that is Gop, who 
by his. Word hath created the new Man, 
— inſpired him with a divine Will. The 
Colliſion of theſe t oppoſite Wills 
moving contrary ways, one upward, and 


the other downward, cauſeth that fierce 
Combat: 


Combat betwixt the Fleſh and the Spirit, FE 
of which the Scripture ſpeaks at large, * 
and which daily diſquiets the ſpiritual 4 

dr 85 in his Way to Reſt and Happi- 
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= XXIV. 

Four Things are required for gaining 
the Victory in a ſpiritual Combat. (1.) An 
intire Diſtruſt of our own Strength. 
(2.) An intire Reliance upon the Power 
of CHRIS, whoſe Strength is moſt ma- 
nifeſted when we have leaſt of a Suffici- 
ency in our ſelves. (3.) A oo Uſe of 
our reaſonable Faculties, and a watchful 
Reſtraint of our bodily Senſes. (4.) A 
patient Conſtancy in Prayer and Supplica- 
tion. | | 


XXV. 


It is an excellent Prayer recorded, 
I Type. v. 23. I pray God your whole 
Spirit Soul and Body be preſerved blame- 
Teſs unto the coming of our LorD Jesvus 
CHRIST. But the original Text may be 
alſo. rendered in this manner ; -- That 
your Spirit Soul and Body be preſerved 

| blameleſs in the Preſence of CHRIST. As 
if it had been ſaid, That Cnrisr, after 
he is once formed within you, (Gal. iv. 
8 19.) 
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* Lo.) may preſide _ all the Faculties of 

Spirit Soul and Body, and by his con- 

; Mur and E Preſence may direct 
| aandſ influence all your Actions. Thus 
we are taught to aſcribe the Preſervation 
of the new Creature, intirely to CHRIST, 

as well as the Beginning of it. 


XXVII. 


The Foundation of Gon ſtandeth ſure, 
having this Seal - The Lord knoweth them 
that are his: And, Let gvery one that 
nameth the Name of Car1sT depart 
from Tniquity, (2 Tim. ii. 19.) Herein the 
„ Apoſtle lays down the Terms of the Co- 
1 venant of Grace betwixt Gon and the 
f Soul. On Gop's Side it is thus expreſs'd; 
| 4p Lord knoweth them that are his; that 
| „ he carefully looks after them, he pro- 
* — and maintains them, he healeth, and 
ar leadeth, and loveth them; the Knowledge 
4148 Gop hath of Men bein, altogether an 

5 affectionate and paternal Knowledge. Bur 
| then we ought to anſwer all the Kind- 
. neſs of our Lord, by a ſuitable Return 
[14] of Love and Obedience; which is thus 
| my expreſs'd, Let euer ons depart fro: om ok 


quity. 


XXVII. The 


MAs TER. 
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The natural Man placeth his Miſery in 
outward Troubles and Afflictions: A 
Chriſtian reckoneth his Miſery to lie in 
that anfaithſul Temper of Mind, which 
makes him flothful and inconſiſtent in the 


Work of his LorD; and too often and 


eagerly ſets him on his own ort. 
A truly faithful Soul rejoiceth rather 


in Faithfulneſs it ſelf, than in the Re- 
ward which is annexed to it. | 


XXVIII. | 


The Unfaithfulneſs of a Servant to- 


Wo 
* A" 
„ * 
an; 


ward his Maſter conſiſts (1.) in neglecting 


him; (2.) in being aſbamed of him and 


of his Service; (3) in appropriating his 


Maſter's Goods to himſelf, and uſing 


them as if they were his own. The ſame 
will hold if we conſider the Relation 


Men bear to Gop, their Great Logp and 
Many pretend they love Gon, and yet 
care not how little they are in his Com- 


pany. Yeathey love that Company beft, 
where Gop is ſhut out and negletted 


and where they are aſhamed to own —_ | 


and are conſtrained to uſe their Gifts, as 
if they were their own, not their LoRD's. 
It is more bleſſed to give than to receive. 
The Nature of true Love is, to diffuſe 
and to communicate it ſelf, even as Gon 
who is Love doth communicate himſelf. 
The nearera Soul is transformed into the 
Likeneſs of divine Love, the more Joy. 
there is in communicating : Such will take 
more Pleaſure in giving to, others, than 


receiving from them. The Joy increaſ- 
eth with the Gifts beſtowed. | 


ö 
No Body is ſaved by his Set in Reli- 
gion; but many are loſt by relying too 
much on the Goodneſs of their Sect. 
Sects are buſy about the Form and Modes 
of the Means of Grace Whereas, true 
Chriſtianity conſiſts in the real Opera- 
tions of Grace, and in a practical Im- 
provement of the Means enjoy d. There 
are more Subjects to Antichriſt, than to 
Cn RxIsã x (as we have Reaſon to fear) in 
the beſt Churches. And ſome few Sub- 
ects may be left to CHRIS, in the worſt 
Churches. . 1 

In our natural State of Corruption, we 
would not have any one better than our- 
ſelves; 
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lelves; and ſo we are apt to believe, that 


none are better in the main. From this 
Principle flows Peoples ſuſpecting others 
to be guilty of thoſe Faults which they 
are guilty of themſelves. : | 


We deſpiſe many a thing, becauſe it 


doth not agree with our particular Fancy. 


We cannot look upon its Goodneſs with 
an Eye of univerſal Love and Wiſdom, 
becauſe it doth not ſuit our particular 
Taſte and Judgment. And yet, bitter 
things are more grareful to ſome Palates, 
than the ſweet; and Gop hath placed 
more Uſefulneſs in them. 
It is a common Fault, that we ander- 
value the Gifts of others, even thoſe that 
are ſpiritual, if they be different from our 
own; tho' the wiſe Diſpoſer of all hath 
his Ends in beſtowing them: He know- 
eth beſt, in what manner every Servant 
ought to glorify him. It is Pride, and 
Diſobedience, to covet the Gifts of others; 
however we may flatter ourſelves, and 
fancy it is all out of pure Love to Gop. 
A faithful Servant leaveth it wholly to 
his Maſter, which Way he ſhall be pleaſ- 
ed to employ him: For though he de- 
lighteth to work in his Maſter's Vine- 
yard, yet doth he ſo love his Maſter, 
; - that 
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that to ſee his Buſineſs done, is a very 
great Satisfaction, whoever hath a Hand 
in it. He rejoyceth in his Maſter's Pro- 
ſperity, becauſe he hath no ſeparate Pro- 
perty or Intereſt. At this rate, che Chil- 
dren of Gop have a Glimpſe of that 
Happineſs ſpoken of by their LoRD: 
W har is mine, is thine. And, on the o- 
ther Hand, it will hold too; What is 
Blut fo far are ſome beguiled by the 
Craft of Satan, that, under a Pretence 
of ſeeking Gop's Glory, they rob him 
of what is his, and aſcribe to themſelves 
what is entirely due to their Maſteri The 
Defect of ſuch Men, may be gathered 
from the Puniſhment inflicted on Rebels ; 
who, attempting to appropriate the Ho- 
nour and Prerogative of their Prince to 
themſelves, incur the ſevereſt Penalty: 
They loſe all, inſtead of gaining more: 
W hereas, faithful Servants, that ſeek on- 
ly their Prince's Glory, may enjoy ſafely, 
the good Things which belong to the 
ell ! 
Hurt. 1 v is the efenrial Charatter of 
à Chriſtian, or of one in whom CurisT 
is formed. Tho” CHRIST, being in the 
Form of Gon, eſteemed it no Uſurpati- 
a : 5 a On 


4 


himſelf to the loweſt De 


on to ber like e we humbled” * 

Jegree of 4 Es . 
vant, and performed an Act of in N 
Love, the eſſential Quality of Go wm „ 
ſelf. He therefore, who comes neareſtt 
to his Saviour's Obedience, Love, and Hu- 
mility, will have the preateſt' Share in 


his Name, which is above all Names. 


Thoſe are moſt beloved of Gop, who 


dgeſcend Joweff In the Performance of his 

Will; which Will is nothing but Loyz, - 

and a Delight to impart his Happineſs to 

ſuch as are moſt poor in their own Eyes. 2 

1 ey wil chine bright | 
that have been moſt Inffrumental in 

bringing others to Righteouſneſs. | | 


8 5 XXXIV . FW 
Gon in his Mercy affords us now and - — 1 


oy 


len a little Sight of the glorious Abodle 


F his Saints with himſelf} which is the _ * 
Aim of our Pilgrimage. But! in-ourmov- 1 

ing forwatd, we meet with one "on af- 

ter another, that intercepts our Sight of 

the Dwellings of Peace and Joy. What 
then ? Shall we give over our Journey, or 
go back again? No: True Chriſtian 
Souls will oſs the m mote forward, when 
they find chemelves out of fight of their 
beloved Home: A fare ſign, this, that 
we are drawn by adivine Loadſtone, when 
our 1 
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